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“Whereas the mankind owes to the child the best it has to give” – 
                                United Nation‟s declaration of the Rights of the Child, 20 November 1959. 
Abstract: 
Throughout the history of mankind, children have only sometimes been spared to indignities, 
cruelties, and horrors that human beings so often inflict upon each other. At various times, in various 
places, children have been abandoned, starved, beaten, enslaved, sexually assaulted, and put to 
death. One such horror- child abuse – have become serious social problems in the united states and 
in some other industrialized societies, yet it occurs infrequently or not at all in many of the world’s 
societies. Child abuse seem’ s to increase in situations of rapid socio- cultural change, urban 
migration, family disorganization, and the like, no clear  cut set of prognostic variables has been 
identified. Indeed, it seems that factors that predict child abuse in one society will not be predictive in 
another. Only active public and professional concerns led to the emergence of the truer picture of all 
forms of the child abuse and neglect: physical, sexual, emotional, and failure to thrive owing to 
maternal deprivation. The present paper is an attempt to make a comprehensive analysis and study of 
child abuse which is existing in different form and how they have been addressed in different existing 
legislation and government policies. 
Keywords: Children, sexual, abuse, assaulted, deprivation, family, culture. 
Introduction 
Child rearing is the essential element in the transmission of culture in any group or society. 
Definitions of child abuse vary from culture to culture and evolve over time, and they may reflect the 
necessities for survival of the group. Not infrequently, cultural rationalizations for harmful behavior 
towards children are accepted blindly as proof that the treatment accorded children is neither abusive 
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nor harmful. It has been presumed that western cultures has been advanced to the point where the 
individual right of each child is not in conflict with those group and has come to be protected more 
fully in recent decades. But western cultures continue to show competitive and violent behavior 
which does not yet give sufficient support to the dependent individuals, such as mothers and children. 
Indeed mothers are no longer thought of as „dependent‟ although they do require extra care and 
concern   in order to fulfill their maternal roles. In contrast, studies of non – western group may 
suggest that those cultures see some of the Western child care practices are abusive and neglectful 
(baby sitting and toilet training, for example). Child rearing practices transmit many cultural values 
seem so innate. They all tend to favour the development of those characteristics that form character 
and influence behavior. Some child- rearing customs help to develop characteristic in the child which 
are highly valued by the culture, which are suited to perpetuate cultural values. When circumstances 
of the nation changes rapidly, as in times of sudden urbanization and industrial exploitation, there 
may be serious lag and mal adaptation of traditional cultural values which are then quickly reflected 
in difficulties in child rearing. Isolation and loss of support of mothering come through clearly as 
frequent concomitants of abuse and neglect in many cultures trying to adjust to rapid change brought 
by external forces. Ours is increasingly becoming one world. The recent declaration of the year of the 
child brought efforts from all members of the United Nations to address the most urgent needs of 
their children. Thus, for the first time in human history, has the world as a whole addressed as the 
needs of the children wherever they are. This shift in the attitude should rapidly to more 
understanding of how to prevent and treat child abuse and neglect the world over. Clearly no nation 
has a monopoly on superior methods of child rearing but worldwide attention to the physical and 
emotional needs of the defenseless child has taken the matter out of hand of those who regard 
children as chattel and is gradually identifying those in each cultures who are willing to defend the 
defenseless baby and is often inadequately supported mothers. This development is so recent as to 
become landmark in the history of the child welfare everywhere. 
The Constitution of India recognizes the vulnerable position of children and their right to 
protection. The framers of the Constitution of India have also become fully aware of their 
responsibility towards children. This awareness is reflected in the constitutional provisions which are 
intended for protecting the rights of children. Following the doctrine of protective discrimination, it 
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guarantees in Article 15 special attention to children through necessary and special laws and policies 
that safeguard their rights. The right to equality, protection of life and personal liberty and the right 
against exploitation are enshrined in Articles 14, 15, 15(3), 19(1) (a), 21, 21(A), 23, 24, 39(e) 39(f) 





INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENT TOWARDS CHILD PROTECTION 
India is signatory to a number of international instruments and declarations pertaining to the 
rights of children to protection, security and dignity. It acceded to the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) in 1992, reaffirming its earlier acceptance of the 1959 UN 
Declaration on the Rights of the Child, and is fully committed to implementation of all provisions of 
the UN CRC. In 2005, the Government of India accepted the two Optional Protocols to the UN CRC, 
addressing the involvement of children in armed conflict and the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography. India is strengthening its national policy and measures to protect children 
from these dangerous forms of violence and exploitation.
2
 India is also a signatory to the 
International Conventions on Civil and Political Rights, and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
which apply to the human rights of children as much as adults. 
Three important International Instruments for the protection of Child Rights that India is 
signatory to, are: Convention on The Rights of The Child 
3
Convention on The Elimination of All 
Forms Of Discrimination Against Women 
4
SAARC Convention On Prevention And Combating 










3 CRC was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989, is the widely accepted UN instrument ratified by most of the  
developed as well as developing countries, including India. The Convention prescribes standards to be adhered to by all 
State parties in securing the best interest of the child and outlines the fundamental rights of children, including the right to 
be protected from economic exploitation and harmful work, from all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse and from 
physical or mental violence, as well as ensuring that children will not be separated from their families against their will. 
4
 CEDAW is also applicable to girls under 18 years of age. Article 16.2 of the Convention lays special emphasis on the 
prevention of child marriages and states that the betrothal and marriage of a child shall have no legal| effect and that 
legislative action shall be taken by States to specify a minimum age for marriage. 
5
 It emphasizes that the evil of trafficking in women and children for the purpose of prostitution is incompatible with the 
dignity and honour of human beings and is a violation of basic human rights of women and children. 
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NATIONAL POLICIES AND LEGISLATIONS ADDRESSING CHILD RIGHTS: 
The Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of the Indian Constitution provide the 
framework for child rights and in accordance with this several laws and national policies have been 
framed to implement the commitment to child rights.
6
 
(a) National policies: The major policies and legislations formulated in the country to ensure child 
rights and improvement in their status include: 
 National Policy for Children, 1974  
 National Policy on Education, 1986  
 National Policy on Child Labour, 1987  
 National Nutrition Policy, 1993  
  Report of the Committee on Prostitution, Child Prostitutes and Children of Prostitutes and 
Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Women and Children, 
1998 
 National Health Policy, 2002  
 National Charter for Children, 2004  
 National Plan of Action for Children, 2005  
Of these, two major policies National Charter for Children, 2004   is the intent to secure for every 
child the right to a healthy and happy childhood, to address the root causes that negate the healthy 
growth and development of children, and to awaken the conscience of the community in the wider 
social context to protect children from all forms of abuse, while strengthening the family, society and 
the nation. This Charter has the following sections on child protection: 
 Survival, life and liberty;  
 Protection from economic exploitation and all forms of abuse;  
 Protection of the girl child;  
 Care, protection, welfare of children of marginalised and disadvantaged communities;  
 Ensuring child-friendly procedures. 
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(ii) National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC), 2005 was formulated by the then Department of 
Women and Child Development (now MWCD) in 2005. The Action Plan aims at ensuring all rights 
to children up to the age of 18 years. It affirms the government's commitment towards ensuring all 
measures for the survival, growth, development and protection of all children. It also aims at creating 
an enabling environment to ensure protection of child rights. States are being encouraged to 
formulate State Plans of Action for Children in line with NPAC. The National Plan has identified 
several key priority areas that include children's right to survival, development, protection and 
participation besides monitoring and review of policies and programmes. The NPAC also stresses the 
need for budgetary allocations to achieve child protection goals.
7
  
It is interesting to analyse some of the important legislations addressing the various provision 
for the protection of children‟s in various sections. For ex. Indian Penal Code is one major 
enactmentaddressing the issues of  
a) Foeticide (Sections 315 and 316)  
b) Infanticide (Section 315)  
c) Abetment of Suicide: Abetment to commit suicide of minor (Section 305)  
d) Exposure and Abandonment: Crime against children by parents or others to expose or to   leave 
them with the intention of abandonment (Section 317)  
e) Kidnapping and Abduction:  
 Kidnapping for extortion (Section 360) 
 Kidnapping from lawful guardianship (Section 361) 
 Kidnapping for ransom (Section 363 read with Section 384),  
 Kidnapping for camel racing etc. (Section 363) 
 Kidnapping for begging (Section 363-A) 
 Kidnapping to compel for marriage (Section 366) 
 Kidnapping for slavery etc. (Section 367) 
 Kidnapping for stealing from its person: under 10 years of age only (Section 369)  
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f)  Procurement of minor girls by inducement or by force to seduce or have illicit intercourse (Section 
366-A 
g) Selling of girls for prostitution (Section 372) 
h) Buying of girls for prostitution (Section 373) 
i)  Rape (Section 376)  
j)  Unnatural Sex (Section 377). 
(ii) The Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 
This is an Act for the regulation of the use of pre-nat diagnostic techniques for the purpose of 
detecting genetic or metabolic disorders, chromosomal abnormalities or certain congenital 
malformations or sex linked disorders, and for the prevention of misuse of such techniques for the 
purpose of prenatal sex determination leading to female foeticide and for matters connected therewith 
or incidental thereto. 
(iii) The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015  
JJ Act 2015 under lying following principles : JJ Act 2000 is replaced by JJ Act 2015, with a 
view to update JJS in accordance with the International conventions and present social development. 
The new Act under lying following basic principles:
8
 
 Presumption of innocence. 
 Principles of dignity and worth.  
 Principles of participation with due regard to maturity.  
 Principles of best interest of the child. 
 Principles of family responsibility to take care. 
 Principles of ensuring safety without my abuse of the child.  
 Positive measures for wellbeing and development of child. 
 Principles of non-accusatory or non-stigmatizing semantics.  
 Principles of non-waiver of rights.  
 Principles of equality and non-discrimination.  
 Principles of right to privacy and confidentiality  
 Principles of institutionalization should be last resort. 
 Principles of Repatriation and restoration.  





An International Refereed e-Journal 
                        (Peer Reviewed, Refereed & Open Access, Index, Journal of Law) 
Web: www.lrdjournal.com,    Email: journal1257@gmail.com 
 
[53] 
Vol. 2, Issue-I 
Sep. 2017 
 Principles of fresh start-erasing of past records. 
 Principles of diversion (without resorting to Judicial proceedings) 
 Principles of natural justice. 
 
The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 is a comprehensive legislation 
that provides for proper care, protection and treatment of children in conflict with law and children in 
need of care and protection by catering to their development needs, and by adopting a child friendly 
approach in the adjudication and disposition of matters in the best interest of children and for their 
ultimate rehabilitation through various institutions established under the Act. It conforms to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of 
Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules) 1985, the UN Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of 
their Liberty and all other relevant national and international instruments.  It prescribes a uniform age 
of 18 years, below which both boys and girls are to be treated as children. A clear distinction has 
been made in this Act between the juvenile offender and the neglected child. It also aims to offer a 
juvenile or a child increased access to justice by establishing Juvenile Justice Boards and   Child 
Welfare Committees. The Act has laid special emphasis on rehabilitation and social integration of the 
children and has provided for institutional and non-institutional measures for care and protection of 
children. The non-institutional alternatives include adoption, foster care, sponsorship, and after care. 
9
 
The following sections of the Act deal with child abuse: 
Section 23: Punishment for cruelty to juvenile or child: The Act provides for punishment 
(imprisonment up to six months) if a person having the actual charge of, or control over, a juvenile or 
the child, assaults, abandons, exposes or wilfully neglects him/her, causes or procures him/her to be 
assaulted, abandoned, exposed or neglected in any manner likely to cause such juvenile/child 
unnecessary mental or physical suffering. 
Section 24: Employment of Juvenile or Child for Begging: The Act provides for punishment 
(imprisonment for a term which may extend to 3 years and fine) if a person employs or uses any 
juvenile/child for the purpose or causes any juvenile to beg. 
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Section 26: Exploitation of Juvenile or Child Employee:  The Act provides for punishment 
(imprisonment for a term which may extend to 3 years and fine) if a person ostensibly procures a 
juvenile/child for the purpose of any hazardous employment, keeps him in bondage and withholds his 
earnings or uses such earning for his own purposes. 
iv) The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956: In 1986, the Government of India amended the 
erstwhile Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls Act 1956 (SITA), and renamed it as 
the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act (ITPA) to widen the scope of the law to cover both the sexes 
exploited sexually for commercial purposes and to provide enhanced penalties for offences involving 
children and minors. “Child” under ITPA means a person who has not completed the age of sixteen 
years and “prostitution” means the sexual exploitation or abuse of persons for commercial purposes.  
 Section 3: Stringent action and punishment for keeping a brothel or allowing premises to be used as 
a brothel; 
Section 4: Living on the earnings of prostitution; 
Section 5: Procuring, inducing or taking a person for the sake of prostitution; 
Section 6:  If any person is found with a child in a brothel it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is 
proved, that he has committed an offence of detaining a person in premises where prostitution is 
carried on;  
Section 6(1B): The punishment consists of imprisonment of either description for a term which shall 
not be less than 7 years, but which may be for life or for a term, which may extend to 10 years and 
shall also be liable to fine, with a provision for less than 7 years under special circumstances;  
Section 6(2A): A child or minor found in a brothel, on medical examination, detected to have been 
sexually abused, it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that the child or minor has been 
detained for purposes of prostitution or, as the case may be, has been sexually exploited for 
commercial purposes;  
Section 21: Establishment of Protective Homes by the State Government. 
Proposed amendments to the ITPA: 
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Section 2(a) to raise the age of child from 16 to 18 years; Omission of the terms 'minor' and 'major' 
wherever they occur in the Act; 
Section 3 to enhance the punishment for a person who keeps or manages or acts or assists in keeping 
or management of a brothel; 
New Section 5A to define the offence of "Trafficking in Persons" on the lines of International 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons.  
New Section 5B to provide punishment for the said offence; 
New Section 5C to provide punishment for a person who visits or is found in a brothel for the 
purpose of sexual exploitation; 
Section 6 to enhance the punishment provided for the offence of detaining a person in a premise 
where prostitution is carried on; 
Omission of Section 8; 
Section 10A to enhance the term of detention in a corrective institution from 5 to 7 years; 
Section 13(2-5) confers the powers of Special Police Officer under this Act to the Sub-inspector in 
the place of Inspector of Police; 
 New Section 13A to constitute a Central Authority by the Central Government for the 
purpose of effectively preventing and combating the offence of trafficking in persons; 
  New section 13B that empowers the State Government to constitute a State Authority for the 
purpose of effectively preventing and combating the offence of trafficking in persons;  
  Omission of Section 20;  
  Section 22 to make provision for in camera proceedings to protect the privacy and dignity of 
the victims; 
 Amendment of the Schedule to the Prevention of Money-Laundering Act, 2002 to make 
applicable the provisions of confiscation of the property of the persons involved in the 
offence of trafficking in persons.  
 From the said Schedule, the entry relating to Section 8 of the ITPA is being omitted as a 
consequential nature. 
(v) Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 : The Act was formulated to eliminate 
child labour and provides for punishments and penalties for employing children below the age of 14 
years in from various hazardous occupations and processes. The Act provides power to State 
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Governments to make Rules with reference to health and safety of children, wherever their 
employment is permitted. It provides for regulation of work conditions including fixing hours of 
work, weekly holidays, notice to inspectors, provision for resolving disputes as to age, maintenance 
of registers etc. Through a recent notification, child domestic workers up to 14 years of age working 
in hotels and dhabas have been brought within the purview of the Act. It is one step towards the total 
elimination of child labour.
10
 
(vi) The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
11
 
The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 has been repealed and the major provisions of the new Act 
include: 
 Every child marriage shall be voidable at the option of the contracting party who was a child 
at the time of the marriage; 
  The Court while granting a decree of nullity shall make an order directing the parties, 
parents and guardians to return the money, valuables, ornaments and other gifts received; 
  The Court may also make an interim or final order directing the male contracting party to the 
child marriage or parents or guardian to pay maintenance to the female contracting party to 
the marriage and for her residence until her remarriage; 
  The Court shall make an appropriate order for the custody and the maintenance of the 
children of child marriages; 
  Notwithstanding that a child marriage has been annulled, every child of such marriage shall 
be deemed to be a legitimate child for all purposes; 
  Child marriages to be void in certain circumstances like minor being sold for the purpose of 
marriage, minor after being married is sold or trafficked or used for immoral purposes, etc.; 
  Enhancement in punishments for male adults marrying a child and persons performing, 
abetting, promoting, attending etc. a child marriage with imprisonment up to two years and 
fine up to one lakh rupees; 
  States to appoint Child Marriage Prohibition Officers whose duties include prevention of 
solemnization of child marriages, collection of evidence for effective prosecution, creating 
awareness and sensitization of the community etc. 
(vii) The Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 
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The Act provides for the Constitution of a National and State Commissions for protection of Child 
Rights in every State and Union Territory. The functions and powers of the National and State 
Commissions will be to: 
 Examine and review the legal safeguards provided by or under any law for the protection of 
child rights and recommend measures for their effective implementation; 
  Prepare and present annual and periodic reports upon the working of these safeguards; 
  Inquire into violations of child rights and recommend initiation of proceedings where 
necessary; 
  Undertake periodic review of policies, programmes and other activities related to child rights 
in reference to the treaties and other international instruments; Spread awareness about child 
rights among various sections of society; 
  Children's Courts for speedy trial of offences against children or of violation of Child Rights 
 State Governments and UT Administrations to appoint a Special Public Prosecutor for every 
Children‟s Court. 
The POCSO Act, 2012 make provisions for avoiding the re-victimization of child at the hands of 
the judicial system and thus, it provides for special courts which conduct the trial in-camera and 
without revealing the identity of the child that is as child friendly as possible. Hence, the child may 
have a parent or other known person present at the time of testifying and can call for assistance from 
an interpreter, special educator, or other professionals while giving evidence. Above all, the Act 
stipulates that a case of child sexual abuse must be disposed of within one year from the date of the 
offence when it is reported, providing speedy justice to these issues.
12
 
Punishment for offences under in the Act 
The act provides protection to all children under the age of 18 years from the offences of 
sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. It provides for stringent punishments, which have 
been decided as per the gravity of the offence. The punishments range from simple to rigorous 
imprisonment of varying periods along with fine. 
Punishments for offences covered in the Act are 
• Penetrative Sexual Assault (Section 3) - Not less than seven years which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and fine (Section 4) 
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• Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault (Section 5) - Not less than ten years which may extend 
to imprisonment for life, and fine (Section 6) 
• Sexual Assault (Section 7) - Not less than three years which may extend to five years, and 
fine (Section 8) 
• Aggravated Sexual Assault (Section 9) - Not less than five years which may extend to seven 
years, and fine (Section 10) 
• Sexual Harassment of the Child (Section 11) - Three years and fine (Section 12) 
• Use of Child for Pornographic Purposes (Section 13) - Five years and fine and in the event of 
subsequent conviction, seven years and fine (Section 14 (1)). 
Principles to be followed in the administration of these guidelines 
The Government, the Juvenile Justices Board, the Child Welfare Committee, the School 
Management Committee, or other competent authorities or agencies, as the case may be, while 




• To consider the Interest of the Child: In all actions, processes and decisions taken to prevent 
Child Sexual Abuse, the best interest of the child shall be the primary consideration. 
• Safety: For ensuring safety of children, restrictive and coercive measures and processes shall 
not be resorted to in the name of care and protection. Non stigmatizing decisions & actions: 
All decisions and actions taken should be in the best interest of the child. In furtherance of 
this, all initiatives should strive to reduce the stigma and taboo around child abuse and sexual 
abuse related issues and the language used should be child friendly and inclusive. 
• Empowering Children: Children's participation in peer to peer sharing and learning shall be 
promoted in all settings and children shall be assisted by all possible means to be able to 
effectively participate in such exercises. Any disability, which might prevent a child from his 
or her participation in such sharing and expressions, shall be specifically addressed. Children 
shall be recognized as rights-bearing individuals, guaranteeing them, as appropriate to their 
evolving capacity, the right to make decisions and participate in society. These decisions can 
include those involving their own protection and every effort. 
• Simplicity: All measures to prevent abuse must be practical and it should be easily replicable 
by concerned stakeholders. There are a number of institutions and spaces where children 
spend time and all such institutions should be able to absorb and implement these guidelines 
easily and within a short span of time, without requiring complicated training and rules. 
• Zero Tolerance: Child Sexual Abuse is perpetuated within the contours of the larger 
community and hence all actors within the community should be used to ensure that potential 
abusers and hazardous situations do not fester. There will be zero tolerance of child abuse. 
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• Family Responsibility: All precautions must be taken to ensure that the family environment is 
safe, comfortable and peaceful and parents fully comprehend and have the necessary tools, 
ability and resources to keep their children safe. 
  Apart from these laws mainly concerning children, there are a host of related social 
legislations and criminal laws which have some beneficial provisions for the care, protection 
and rehabilitation of children. The laws relating to commerce, industry and trade have some 
provisions for children, but they hardly provide any protection or cater to their developmental 
needs. Despite the above mentioned legislations, there are still major gaps in the legal 
provisions relating to child abuse in myriad situations, particularly in cases of trafficking, 
sexual and forced labour, child pornography, sex tourism and sexual assault on male children. 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development is therefore formulating a comprehensive 
legislation on Offences against Children. 
Various schemes and Programmes on Child Protection: Some of the existing child protection 
schemes and programmes include:-
14
 
 A PROGRAMME FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE for children in need of care and protection and 
children in conflict with law. The Government of India provides financial assistance to the 
State Governments/UT Administrations for establishment and maintenance of various homes, 
salary of staff, food, clothing, etc. for children in need of care and protection and juveniles in 
conflict with law. Financial assistance is based on proposals submitted by States on a 50-50 
cost sharing basis. 
 AN INTEGRATED PROGRAMME FOR STREET CHILDREN without homes and family 
ties. Under the scheme NGOs are supported to run 24 hours drop-in shelters and provide food, 
clothing, shelter, non-formal education, recreation, counseling, guidance and referral services 
for children. The other components of the scheme include enrolment in schools, vocational 
training, occupational placement, mobilizing preventive health services and reducing the 
incidence of drug and substance abuse, HIV/AIDS etc
15
. 
 CHILDLINE SERVICE for children in distress, especially children in need of care and 
protection so as to provide them medical services, shelter, rescue from abuse, counseling, 
repatriation and rehabilitation. Under this initiative, a telephone helpline, number 1098, runs 
in 74 urban and semi-urban centres in the country. 
 SHISHU GREHA SCHEME for care and protection of orphans/abandoned/destitute infants or 
children up to 6 years and promote in-country adoption for rehabilitating them.  
  SCHEME FOR WORKING CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE AND PROTECTION for 
children working as domestic workers, at roadside dhabas, mechanic shops, etc. The scheme 
provides for bridge education and vocational training, medicine, food, recreation and sports 
equipments. 
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  RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL CRECHE SCHEME FOR THE CHILDREN OF WORKING 
MOTHERS in the age group of 0-6 years. The scheme provides for comprehensive day-care 




 PILOT PROJECT TO COMBAT THE TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
FOR COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IN SOURCE AND DESTINATION 
AREAS for providing care and protection to trafficked and sexually abused women and 
children. Components of the scheme include networking with law enforcement agencies, 




  NATIONAL CHILD LABOUR PROJECT (NCLP) for the rehabilitation of child labour. 
Under the scheme, Project Societies at the district level are fully funded for opening up of 
Special Schools/Rehabilitation Centres for the rehabilitation of child labourers. These Special 
Schools/Rehabilitation Centers provide non-formal education, vocational training, 
supplementary nutrition and stipend to children withdrawn from employment. 
  INDO-US CHILD LABOUR PROJECT (INDUS): The Ministry of Labour, Government of 
India and the US Department of Labour have initiated a project aimed at eliminating child 
labour in 10 hazardous sectors across 21 districts in five States namely, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of Delhi. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
This study on child abuse is expected to place the subject of child abuse on the national 
agenda. The study also coincides with the release of the UN Secretary General's Global Study on 
Violence against Children. These have together created an environment wherein discussion on child 
abuse has been initiated, the media has started highlighting such issues and an understanding of their 
gravity is gaining momentum. This understanding must be translated into action, and not only the 
central government, but state governments, civil society, families and children themselves need to 
understand the rights perspective and together create the enabling environment wherein a child is 
protected from abuse and exploitation. The momentum needs to be sustained and should be carried 
forward in the form of a movement that will take all stakeholders along the road to sustainable 
development and create a protective environment for the children of India. The primary responsibility 
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of protecting children from abuse and neglect lies with the families or the primary caregivers. 
However, communities and civil society and all other stakeholders are also responsible for the care 
and protection of children. The overarching responsibility is that of the state and it is the state that has 
to create a protective environment and provide a safety net for children who fall into vulnerable and 
exploitative situations: There is a strong need to strengthen the existing legislation and to provide 
maximum protection to children, there is a need to develop standard protocols on child protection 
mechanisms at the district, block and village levels, defining roles and responsibilities of each 
individual and agency. Such protocols should also lay down standards and procedures for effective 
child protection service delivery including preventive, statutory, care and rehabilitation services for 
children. An effective community based monitoring mechanism needs to be put in place to ensure 
accountability at various levels. Monitoring should be based on indicators of performance such as 
quality of services and levels of child friendliness.So far child protection has been dealt with in a 
piecemeal and dilatory way with allocation of minimum resources reaching out to a miniscule 
numbers of children in difficult circumstances. The scheme should strengthen statutory support 
services provided under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000 for children 
in need of care and protection and children in conflict with law.. It is essential to provide outreach 
services to these children through bridge education, night shelters and vocational skills, so as to get 
them off the streets, reduce their vulnerability and enable them to sustain themselves. 
Missing children should be tracked and existing mechanisms must be made for their rescue, 
rehabilitation, repatriation and reintegration should be reviewed and strengthened while keeping in 
view the best interests of the child. Child protection is a shared responsibility, and for any 
intervention to be effective, there should be a synergy between efforts being made by different 
stakeholders to address the issues. 
All the above recommendations regarding formulation of a new policy, legislation, scheme 
and strengthening of the service delivery mechanism, assume the creation of a cadre of trained 
personnel, sensitized to child rights and protection of children. In order to create this cadre, in the 
first instance, schools of social work and universities should offer specialized courses on child rights, 
protection and counselling. Further, child rights and protection issues should be integrated into the 
 
 
An International Refereed e-Journal 
                        (Peer Reviewed, Refereed & Open Access, Index, Journal of Law) 
Web: www.lrdjournal.com,    Email: journal1257@gmail.com 
 
[62] 
Vol. 2, Issue-I 
Sep. 2017 
curricula of administrative institutes, police training academies, law colleges, medical colleges, 
teacher training schools, etc. so that the professionals passing out of these institutions have both the 
sensitivity and the knowledge to deal with these issues. Capacity enhancement and skill up-gradation 
of those who are already working in this sector are also essential. Further, there is a need to regularly 
up-grade the skills and capabilities of the civil society organizations. Parents and caregivers are 
primarily responsible and accountable for the safety and security of the children in their care. The 
results of the study suggest that somewhere parents have not lived up to these expectations. 
Therefore, there is a need to enhance parenting skills, knowledge of the subject and sensitivity, which 
will help them to handle situations of child sexual abuse. Life skill education of children to enhance 
their knowledge and capacity to deal with abuse is essential. It is proposed that this should become an 
integral part of the school curriculum.
18
 
The media should be used to spread awareness on child rights. Debates and discussions with 
participation of children can be a regular feature on electronic media in order to enhance people's 
knowledge and sensitivity on child protection issues. While media coverage of child protection issues 
is desirable, it is essential that the coverage is done in such a way that it prescribes to high ethical 
standards of reporting such as avoiding disclosure of the identity of the child victim to reduce the 
child's trauma and prevent re-victimization of the child. It is also essential to obtain informed consent 
of the child in cases of reporting. All these measures will protect the child from the stigma attached to 
abuse and prevent sensationalization of the issue. 
Lastly, Children's voices need to be heard by everyone. All fora addressing issues of child 
rights should have adequate children's representation with the opportunity for them to express their 
views. For example, school curricula should be developed with the active participation of children; 
children should be involved in development of the district child protection plan, children should be 
involved in management of schools and institutions, etc. 
 
                                                          
18 https://www.childlineindia.org.in/pdf/MWCD-Child-Abuse-Report.pdf 
